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by the same method with him, which he then shewed me
writ down m form, and I approved ofl Now, the turn he
thinks fit to give this compact of ours is very extraordinary;
for he pretends that whatever orders he shall think fit to
prescribe for the future in his family, he may, if he will,
compel mine to observe them, without asking my advice, or
hearing my reasons. So that, I must not make a lease with-
out his consent, or give any directions for the well-governing
of my family, but what he countermands whenever he
pleaseth. This leaveth me at such confusion and uncer-
tainty, that my servants know not when to obey me, and my
tenants, although many of them be very well inclined, seem
quite at a loss.

But I am too tedious upon this melancholy subject, which
however, I hope, you will forgive, since the happiness of my
whole life dependeth upon it. I desire you will think a while,
and give your best advice what measures I shall take with
prudence, justice, courage, and honour, to protect my
liberty and fortune against the hardships and seventies I lie
under from that unkind, inconstant man.

1 Alluding to the 33rd Henry VIII, providing that the King and his
successors should be kings impenal of both kingdoms, on which the
enemies of Iiish independence founded their arguments against it. [S.]
Scott cannot be correct m this note. The allusion is surely to the
enactments known as Poynmg's Law. See vol. vi , p 77 (note) of this
edition of Swift's works. [T. S.]